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des Präsidenten 
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6. Parlamentsforum Südliche Ostsee vom 18. bis 20. Mai 2008 in Kolberg 

Das 6. Parlamentsforum hat in Kolberg eine Resolution verabschiedet. Den als An-

lage beigefügten Originaltext gebe ich hiermit bekannt.  

 
 
 

Martin Kayenburg 
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Resolution 
of the 6th Southern Baltic Sea Parliamentary Forum 

in Kolberg 
from 18 to 20 May 2008 

 
 

Research as an Integration Factor and an Opportunity for Economic Development 
in the Southern Baltic Sea Region 

 
 
 
 

At its conference held from 18 to 20 May 2008 in Kolberg, Poland, the 6th Southern Baltic 
Sea Parliamentary Forum discussed the topics 

– Energy policy, with special consideration given to renewable energy sources and the 
effects on climate change, 

– Integrated maritime policy, with special consideration given to eutrophication and 
maritime security and safety, as well as 

– Research, as seen from the perspective of networking among business leaders, 
academics and regional policymakers 

with experts from all the regions involved and, on this basis, arrived at the following 
conclusions: 
 
 

I. Energy policy, with special consideration given to renewable energy sources and 
effects on climate change, 

In accordance with the resolution adopted on 22 May 2007 in Gdynia, the Southern Baltic 
Sea Parliamentary Forum has established an “Energy” Working Group under the leadership 
of the Parliament of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. Based on two hearings of international 
experts in this field, the Working Group has prepared recommendations for political action 
to be implemented in the Southern Baltic Sea Region. 

 
 
The Southern Baltic Sea Parliamentary Forum 

 
recommends 

that measures should be initiated and implemented in the fields of wind power, biomass, 
solar and geothermal energy (i.e. the fields primarily covered by the “Energy” Working 
Group) in order to significantly increase the share of renewable energy sources in the EU’s 
total energy consumption by the year 2020, especially 

1. to bring about an energy mix, against the background of safeguarding energy supply that 
is secure in the long term, that helps to manage global warming and that is reasonably 
priced for its citizens. This will require consistent energy conservation and an 
improvement in energy efficiency; 
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2. to build up and make greater use of land-based wind power within the framework of 
national legislation or, where wind power systems are already installed, to “repower” 
older systems and to support the construction of offshore wind power plants, while at 
the same time taking into consideration naturally grown cultural areas and landscapes; 

3. to continue to develop the potential and the technology for the use of biomass to 
generate energy, while observing absolutely strict sustainability criteria. In this context, 
particular attention should be paid to the use of organic residual and waste materials, 
which should always be given priority over the cultivation of biomass; 

4. to step up the use of solar power systems; 

5. to make use of geothermal resources, especially in the vicinity of cities, providing that 
geological structures permit the cost-effective use of such resources; 

6. to considerably increase the share of optimum-efficiency co-generation plants; 

7. to increase investments in the construction of new three-phase supply networks, as well 
as in the modernisation and expansion of existing ones, and in the integration of 
electricity generated from offshore and onshore wind farms; to upgrade ultra-high 
voltage power supply networks by adding standardised interfaces at the network 
boundaries in order to increase cross-border electricity supply, to improve the security 
of supply and to balance variations in the supply of electricity; 

8. to promote the development of a European ultra-high-voltage DC transmission network 
(UHVDC) in order to interconnect northern Europe (hydro power) and southern Europe 
(solar power) – irrespective of the frequency and phase position of national three-phase 
networks – as well as wind farms across Europe and in order to substantially reduce the 
transmission losses that occur when transporting alternating current over long distances; 

9. to amend energy feed schemes currently in effect and, where such schemes do not exist, 
to introduce new schemes in order to comply with the EU’s requirements in terms of the 
scope of the use of renewable energy sources; 

10. to develop and improve investment incentives for private households as well as small 
and medium-sized enterprises to modernise buildings, increase energy efficiency and 
use renewable energy sources; 

11. to increase tax concessions for the use of renewable energy sources in order to help 
compensate for the steep increase in energy prices and to increase the acceptance of 
renewable energy sources in society; 

12. to establish a more close-meshed network among existing research institutions in the 
region that are focused on renewable energy sources; in addition, to strive for the 
establishment of a common research centre for renewable energy sources in the southern 
Baltic Sea region in order to bundle available competencies in the field of science, 
research and business, to build up a cross-border co-operation network and to initiate 
measures designed to make greater use of renewable energy sources – a centre that 
would also be a natural co-operation partner for institutions operating in this field at 
European and national level. 
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II. Integrated maritime policy, with special consideration given to eutrophication and 
maritime security and safety 

In its resolutions of Binz, Kiel and Gdynia, the Southern Baltic Sea Parliamentary Forum 
made detailed proposals for an integrated maritime policy at European level and introduced 
these proposals at an early point in time in the consultation process on the European 
Commission’s Green Paper on this subject. 

 
 
The Southern Baltic Sea Parliamentary Forum 
 
welcomes 

− the Commission’s Communication “An Integrated Maritime Policy for the European 
Union” [COM(2007)575 final – “Blue Paper”] and the accompanying Action Plan that 
is focused on 

1. A European Maritime Transport Space without barriers 

2. A European Strategy for Marine Research 

3. National integrated maritime policies to be developed by Member States 

4. An European network for maritime surveillance 

5. A Roadmap towards maritime spatial planning by Member States 

6. A strategy to mitigate the effects of climate change on coastal regions 

7. Reduction of CO2 emissions and pollution by shipping 

8. Elimination of pirate fishing and destructive fishing practices 

9. A European network of maritime clusters 

10. A review of EU labour law exemptions for the shipping and fishing sectors 
 

− the offer made by the Chairman of HELCOM to send an observer of the Parliamentary 
Forum to HELCOM’s Working Group on the Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action 
Plan, and gladly accepts this offer. 

 
The Southern Baltic Sea Parliamentary Forum 
 
supports 

− the EU Commission’s intention to take into consideration the European Union’s 
integrated maritime policy in the Baltic Sea Region within the framework of the 
Northern Dimension; 

− a programme for the gradual development and introduction of a satellite-based, 
emission-related monitoring system for ships; 

 
 
 
emphasises 

– that the Blue Paper’s success must also be measured by the extent to which the 
measures resulting from the Blue Paper are in line with the demands stipulated in the 
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resolution adopted by the 4th Southern Baltic Sea Parliamentary Forum at its meeting 
from 21 to 23 May 2006 in Kiel; 

– the responsibility of all the players involved to continue to work for an integrated 
maritime policy in order to translate the Commission’s forward-looking concept into 
practice at European, national and regional level; and 

– once again the need to develop the Baltic Sea Region into a European model region 
for an integrated maritime policy by the year 2015; 

 
calls 

– for more concrete provisions to be added to the Blue Paper and for the Blue Paper to 
be implemented as soon as possible; 

– for the European Union’s Marine Strategy Directive to be coordinated with the Blue 
Paper’s fields of action; 

– for the efficient implementation of HELCOM’s Baltic Sea Action Plan as a regional 
model project for the European Marine Strategy, which also includes proposals made 
by the 16th Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference; 

– for more attention to be paid to the importance of the transport sector as an important 
cross-sectoral maritime policy field within the framework of the future Maritime 
Policy; 

– for the development of small and medium-sized ports of the countries within the 
Enlarged Schengen Area to be supported and for these ports to be included in the 
transport networks of the Southern Baltic Sea Region (road, ferry boats, maritime 
tourism); 

– for the continuing development and implementation of the highest maritime safety 
standards in European waters in order to prevent accidents on the high seas, offshore 
and in ports as much as possible, and for more attention to be paid to the integrated 
approach in future EU funding programmes; 

– on the governments in the Southern Baltic Sea Region to present marine policy action 
plans; 

– for the implementation of research findings in the field of maritime technology in 
order to achieve the planned objective of making the Baltic Sea Region the EU’s 
maritime model region; 

– for an intensification of the efforts made to restore the Baltic Sea’s natural fish 
population; 

– on the Council of Baltic Sea States (CBSS) once again to establish a Maritime Policy 
Task Force; 

 
supports 

– the implementation of the European Union’s Maritime Action Plan within the 
framework of interdisciplinary parliamentary working groups or bodies and will again 
put this topic on the agenda of one of the next annual conferences in order to assess 
the progress made. 
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III. Research, as seen from the perspective of networking among business leaders, 
academics and representatives of the executive at regional level 

The Southern Baltic Sea Parliamentary Forum feels that it is necessary for research 
institutions to participate actively in the development of cross-border clusters with a view to 
establishing networks among business leaders, academics and representatives of the 
executive at regional level in the Southern Baltic Sea Region.  
 
The Southern Baltic Sea Parliamentary Forum 
 
calls 

– for progress to be made in the development and expansion of interfaces between 
research institutions and business enterprises; 

– for an intensification of the reconciliation of interests of business clusters, especially 
with a view to the future orientation of energy policy and maritime policy, taking into 
consideration research aspects; 

– for optimising the raising of European funds for forward-looking measures, in 
particular with regard to the future orientation of energy policy and maritime policy; 

– for greater attention to be paid to the networking of business leaders, academics and 
members of the executive at regional level in the design of EU funding programmes; 

– for joint cross-border projects to be implemented, e.g. in the field of co-operation of 
eco-energy clusters in the Southern Baltic Sea Region. 

 
IV. The Southern Baltic Sea Parliamentary Forum 

agrees to adhere to the established practice of setting up working groups to deal with 
priority issues, and 

accepts the invitation extended by the Parliament of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern to host the 
7th Forum with the working title “The Contribution of the Southern Baltic Sea Region to a 
European Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region” from 5 to 7 July 2009 in Schwerin. 
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